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Our Safeguarding Commitment 

As an agency of the Archdiocese of Brisbane, we have a zero tolerance 

for all forms of abuse and are committed to safeguarding everyone 

involved in its activities, ministries, and services. The safety and 

wellbeing of children and adults-at-risk is paramount. 

 

Accessibility 

Brisbane Catholic Education is committed to providing accessible  

services to people from all culturally and linguistically diverse 

backgrounds. If you have difficulty understanding this document, you can 

contact Translating and Interpreting Service National on 13 14 50 to 

arrange for an interpreter to translate it for you. 

 

Contact for enquiries 

St Matthew’s Catholic Primary School 

172-180 Bryants Rd, Cornubia, QLD, 4130 

Yugambeh Country  

(07) 3209 6155 

https://www.stmatthews.qld.edu.au 

 

 

Attributions 

Artwork: Ngulli Gumera artwork by Waylene Currie of WRLC Arts, 2025. 

Cover:  St Matthew’s Wall of Belonging 

 Co-created artwork by Jennifer Kent and St Matthew’s YAAMA Students, (2021) 

Page 4: St Matthew’s Catholic Primary School owned image (2021) 

 

© The State of Queensland (Queensland Family and Child Commission) Guidelines 

for implementing the Universal Principle and Child Safe Standards in Queensland. 

These Guidelines and the related symbols contained in this work are adapted from 

material licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) 4.0 

International licence.  

https://www.stmatthews.qld.edu.au/
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
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Acknowledgement of Country 

 
Look up, look down, look all around  
From the North to the South, from the East to the West  
The land on which we stand is Yugambeh land  

  
We remember your care of the earth  
We honour your histories  
We will keep your stories in our hearts  
And share them 

  
Wahlu'angah   (Be you) 
Yuwahn'angah  (Be kind)  
Gulli'angah   (Be here)  
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St Matthew’s Catholic Primary School,Cornubia is committed to creating 

environments where children and young people feel protected, valued, and 

heard. Safeguarding is a shared responsibility, and every child has the right to 

grow and thrive free from harm. 

We are guided by our Christian Catholic Tradition and the teachings of Jesus 

Christ who advocated for the protection of children and the marginalised. Our 

mission to teach, challenge and transform through our educational endeavours is 

actioned by Catholic Social Teaching, as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane. 

The Queensland Government recently introduced new Child Safe Standards. 

These Standards clearly outline what child safe organisations must do to create 

environments where children are protected, respected and able to speak up. 

They focus on building safe, welcoming cultures, hearing and valuing children’s 

voices, working closely with families, celebrating diversity, making sure the right 

people work with children, responding quickly to concerns, and always looking for 

ways to improve safety. 

Throughout 2026, our school will review its compliance against the new Child Safe Standards using a phased approach 

in line with Queensland Family and Child Commission guidelines. We will review, self-assess and report against 

selected Standards each term, building towards full implementation and continuous improvement across all Standards 

by the end of the year. This staged process allows St Matthew’s to embed the Standards meaningfully and ensure our 

practices reflect the needs, voices and safety of our students. 

As a Catholic school within the Archdiocese of Brisbane, we honour the Archdiocesan Safeguarding Commitment and 

uphold the values of Catholic education in our safeguarding practices. 

This School Safeguarding Plan is developed in consultation with students, families, and employees, and is 

contextualised to our local school environment. It reflects our commitment to continuous improvement, cultural safety, 

and child-centred practice, and is supported by both Brisbane Catholic Education policies and procedures and school-

specific safeguarding actions. Further Information about BCE wide practices can be accessed here. 

For more information or to request accessible formats, please contact the school Principal.  

https://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/aboutus/Pages/BCE-Policies.aspx
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�6�W���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�¶�V���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���3�U�L�P�D�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O���H�Q�V�X�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���&�K�L�O�G���6�D�I�H���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���L�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���D���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���R�I ongoing reflection, 

�U�H�Y�L�H�Z���D�Q�G���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�����&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�V���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���U�H�V�Sonses to the National Principles 

for Child Safe Organisations and the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards.  

 

�(�D�F�K�� �V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U���� �R�X�U�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�� �U�H�Y�L�H�Z�V�� �N�H�\�� �V�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G�L�Q�J�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �:�R�U�N�S�O�D�F�H�� �+�H�D�O�W�K�� �	�� �6�D�I�H�W�\���� �5�L�V�N�� �	�� �&�R�P�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H�� �2�I�I�L�F�H�U�� ���5�&�2������ �D�Q�G��

�/�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���7�H�D�P���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V�����7�K�H�V�H���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���E�X�W���D�U�H���Q�R�W���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���W�R�����Y�L�V�L�W�R�U���V�L�J�Q���L�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V�����V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�X�W�\��

�D�U�H�D�V�����V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���V�W�D�I�I���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���U�R�O�H�V���D�Q�G���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���W�R���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���&�R�Q�W�D�F�W�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���I�R�U���H�O�L�F�L�W�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W��

�Y�R�L�F�H�� �V�R�� �W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�� �F�D�Q���D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H���I�R�U���� �J�D�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���I�H�H�G�E�D�F�N���� �7�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���� �R�X�U�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�� �L�V�� �H�T�X�L�S�S�H�G���W�R��

�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���D�U�H�D�V���I�R�U���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���L�Q���D���W�L�P�H�O�\�����F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Q�V�S�D�U�H�Q�W���Z�D�\���� 

 

Professional learning plays a crucial role in welcoming continuous improvement. Ongoing staff formation in child protection responsibilities, reporting 

obligations and risk identification is regularly reviewed and refined to reflect current legislation and system guidance. Through intentional review 

cycles, evidence-�E�D�V�H�G���D�Q�G���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�����6�W���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�¶�V���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���3�U�L�P�D�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O���F�D�Q���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��

Child Safe Standards are not static requirements, but practices that our lived out each day continually strengthening the safety and wellbeing of all 

students. 

 

�2�X�U���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���6�X�S�S�R�U�W���7�H�D�P���P�H�H�W�V���Z�H�H�N�O�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���&�R�Q�W�D�F�W�V���P�H�H�W���W�Z�L�F�H���S�H�U���W�H�U�P���W�R���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���N�H�\���G�D�W�D���V�H�W�V���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��

�W�K�D�W�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�V�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�� �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���� �(�Q�J�D�J�H�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U�� �H�Q�W�U�L�H�V���� �3�D�V�W�R�U�D�O�� �Q�R�W�H�V���� �I�D�P�L�O�\�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�� �Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V����

�7�K�H�V�H�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �D�� �K�R�O�L�V�W�L�F�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�� �Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J���� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�U�H�Q�G�V�� ���L�H���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U�V���� �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�� �R�U�� �H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�W�� �S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V�� �R�I��

�D�E�V�H�Q�F�H�����H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�W���V�F�K�R�R�O���D�Q�G���K�R�P�H�����K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J�������D�Q�G���S�U�R�D�F�W�L�Y�H���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����7�K�H��

�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�� �D�Q�G���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W���3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�V�� ���$�3�� �$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���$�3�� �5�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H���L�Q�� �E�R�W�K�� �W�H�D�P�V�� �W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H�� �F�O�H�D�U�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��

�W�L�P�H�O�\���D�F�W�L�R�Q�� 

 

�,�Q�� ������������ �6�W�� �0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�¶�V�� �&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F�� �3�U�L�P�D�U�\�� �6�F�K�R�R�O�� �Z�L�O�O�� �V�H�O�I���D�V�V�H�V�V�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���D�O�O�� �W�H�Q�� �&�K�L�O�G�� �6�D�I�H�� �6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���� �)�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�� �G�U�D�Z�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�O�I���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W��

�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �J�X�L�G�H�� �R�X�U�� �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �6�F�K�R�R�O�� �6�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G�L�Q�J�� �3�O�D�Q���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�V�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �X�S�G�D�W�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H��

�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�U�D�Q�V�S�D�U�H�Q�F�\���D�Q�G���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� 
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At �6�W���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�¶�V���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���3�U�L�P�D�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O, child safety and wellbeing are supported through clear, accessible and consistently implemented 

safeguarding policies and procedures. The school aligns fully with Brisbane Catholic Education (BCE) system-wide safeguarding frameworks, 

ensuring that all policies and procedures meet legislative requirements and the expectations of the Child Safe Standards. 

�:�K�L�O�H���6�W���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�¶�V���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���V�W�D�Q�G�D�O�R�Q�H���V�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G�L�Q�J���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V�����W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V, adheres to and champions BCE 

policies and procedures that are specifically designed to address child safety and wellbeing. These policies provide clear guidance on 

expected behaviours, reporting obligations, risk management, complaints handling and responses to concerns, ensuring consistent and 

compliant practice across all areas of school operations. 

BCE safeguarding policies and procedures are informed by best-practice child protection frameworks and are regularly reviewed and updated 

�W�R���U�H�P�D�L�Q���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�����$�W���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���O�H�Y�H�O�����6�W���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�¶�V���H�Q�V�X�U�H�V���W�K�H�V�H���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���D�U�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�X�D�O�L�V�H�G���D�Q�G���H�P�E�H�Gded into daily practice 

through induction processes, ongoing professional learning and clear communication with staff and volunteers. 

School leadership ensures that safeguarding policies and procedures are communicated, presented and understood by all members of our 

�V�F�K�R�R�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����6�W���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�¶�V���D�O�V�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V���D�U�H��readily and easily accessible by the school community. 

Key information is communicated to families through the provision and delivery of cohort and class parent information evenings, fortnightly 

school Newsletters and other school communications, providing transparency and focussing on shared accountability for child safety. St 

�0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�¶�V���D�O�V�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���E�\���H�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���I�U�R�P���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���O�L�Q�J�X�L�V�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���G�L�Y�H�U�V�H���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���W�R���D�F�Fess safeguarding 

information in appropriate formats where required. 

All staff, volunteers and visitors �D�W���6�W���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�¶�V���D�U�H���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R��review, understand and implement BCE safeguarding policies as part of their 

professional responsibilities.  

�7�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �F�O�H�D�U�� �S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V���� �U�H�J�X�O�D�U�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�� �L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� �6�W�� �0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�¶�V�� �H�Q�V�X�U�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�F�H�G�Xres 

effectively support a safe, child-centred environment where student wellbeing is prioritised. 



St Matthew’s Catholic Primary School, Cornubia | Safeguarding Plan 2026  17 

 


	Our Safeguarding Commitment
	Accessibility
	Contact for enquiries
	St Matthew’s Catholic Primary School
	Attributions

	Acknowledgement of Country

